Vocabulary Learning Tips

Here are some useful methods for learning vocabulary. They all have their benefits, but remember that the BEST way to learn new words is through practice and communication. It can be a big waste of time sitting at home writing lists.

However, not everybody can practise English every day with native speakers. So here are some things we can all do:
Read, Read, Read! Most vocabulary words are learned from context. The more words you see, the better vocabulary you will have. While you read, pay close attention to words you don't know. First, try to understand their meanings from context. Then look the words up in a dictionary. English English dictionaries are better, but bilingual dictionaries are also OK. Read and listen to challenging material so that you'll see many new words.
Make up as many associations and connections as possible. This means that you associate a word with a picture in your mind. Say the word aloud. 
Play with words. Play Scrabble, Boggle, and do crossword puzzles. These and other word games can be very useful.
Use vocabulary lists. For example, put lists of words in specific categories, like house and home, or sports.
Practise, practise, practise. Learning a word won't help if you quickly forget it. You must use a word for it to become part of your vocabulary. As soon as you learn a new word, start using it. Review your lists occasionally to see if you have forgotten any of your new words. 
The card technique: 
Take some small cards and write the English word or phrase on one side with a black or blue pen. 
On the other side, write a translation with a red pen. 
Place all the cards on the desk with your language facing up. 
Try to remember the English word or phrase, then turn the card over to see if you were right. 

Then you can swap and put the English face up. Do the same again.
Keep the cards in a box, keep adding new cards and, finally, when you are sure than you know the word, throw the card away and know that your vocabulary is getting bigger. 

Five-minute testing: 
Try reading a short text in English before you go to bed. 
Next morning, take 5 minutes and try to write down any words or phrases you remember from the passage. Even if your memory is not strong, you can still write things like 'It was a long word beginning with "k" and there was a "t" somewhere..." 
When the time is up, go back to the text and see how well you remembered. If there are any important words or phrases that you missed, you can make cards for them (See "The Card Technique" above). 
Record your voice
I prefer to do this. I make written lists of the words I want to learn. Then I record myself speaking the lists. Then I play them back and write as I listen. I find that it only takes once or twice before I know the words.
Write and cover

Write a list of words on the left of a piece of paper. Then write the translation. Then cover the words (not the translations) and write the list again, next to the word in your language. Then, fold the page again, and write the word next to its translation, until the page is full.
Learn a page from the dictionary every day

Not recommended unless you are very very serious and you have a LOT of free time. If not, don’t do this! I did it learning Italian and when I got to B I had lost patience. It worked, but it’s not a good way to spend your time. Read a book instead.
Listen to English songs

This is great, but remember three things:

· Some songs contain poor grammar. This is OK because songs are for pleasure not for studying, but don’t copy the forms if you think they are wrong
· You will learn a lot more if you like the music you are listening to
· It can be easy to hear things wrongly. Even English people hear the wrong words in songs sometimes

Put words round the house

Make word cards and put them round your house. On your window, on the fridge, on the cat. I have lists of Kazakh verbs on the bathroom mirror. 
Use them

When you have learned all your words, try to write them into a letter, or a story.

